
 WELCOME TO 

 RIVERWOOD.
THE WORST SUMMER VACATION

A WRITER EVER TOOK.
 

"INSTRUMENTS
OF NIGHT"



STARRING 
PAUL GRAVES: 

A FAMOUS MYSTERY AUTHOR HAUNTED BY HIS OWN CHARACTERS--  
AND A REAL-LIFE MURDER IN HIS PAST.

A LIMITED TV SERIES BY STATON RABIN

and Co-STARRING...DETECTIVE SLOVAK--
HERO OF PAUl'S EDWARDIAN MYSTERY NOVELS-- 

AND HIS ALTER EGO.



Haunted by ghosts and memories of his role in his teenage sister's long-ago
murder, and tormented by the fictional villain from his books, a famous mystery
novelist hopes to escape his demons by going to RIVERWOOD-- a bucolic writers

retreat-- only to find himself irresistibly drawn into his host-family's own dark
and twisted past when he's hired to investigate the cold case murder of another

teenage girl.

"INSTRUMENTS OF NIGHT"



Also starring:

KESSLER - 
THE PSYCHOPATHIC

VILLAIN WHO HAUNTS
MYSTERY AUTHOR PAUL
GRAVES' BOOKS-- AND

HIS NIGHTMARES. 
 KESSLER KNOWS PAUL'S

WORST SECRET--  AND
TEMPTS HIS WORST AND

MOST DANGEROUS 
 INSTINCTS.  



AND... 

ELEANORA SANCHEZ,
BRILLIANT PLAYWRIGHT 

WHO HELPS PAUL
INVESTIGATE A MURDER
AT RIVERWOOD.  SHE'S
ALSO DETERMINED TO

UNCOVER HIS OWN
SECRETS-- AND GET
UNDER HIS SKIN.  



ALLISON DAVIES, 
WHOSE FAMILY OWNS

RIVERWOOD, AND
HIRES PAUL TO

INVESTIGATE THE
COLD CASE MURDER
OF HER BEST FRIEND-
- AND MORE?-- FAYE

HARRISON.

WITH A SPECIAL
APPEARANCE BY...

ALLISON DAVIES,
WHOSE TERRIFYING

FAMILY OWNS
RIVERWOOD, AND

HIRES PAUL TO
INVESTIGATE THE
UNSOLVED 1946

MURDER OF HER BEST
FRIEND-- AND MORE?-

- FAYE HARRISON.   

EVERYONE AT
RIVERWOOD IS A

MURDER SUSPECT. 
 AND SOMEBODY
WANTS PAUL-- 

 AND ELEANORA--
DEAD. CAN PAUL

FIND FAYE'S
KILLER-- AND

REDEMPTION-- 
 BEFORE IT'S TOO

LATE?



    Time: “Instruments of Night” is set in 1983, during the Reagan era.  This was a time of rampant crime in New York City.  It
was also before law enforcement had the ability to analyze DNA evidence, and before widespread use of cell phones or

personal computers.  There are occasional flashbacks to other places and times.  
    PLACE: The story is set mostly in New York City in 1983, and at an isolated old estate/mansion called Riverwood in the

fictional community of Brittany Falls in upstate New York.  There will be occasional flashbacks to a small family farm in
North Carolina in 1962, to Riverwood in 1946, and to Manhattan in 1901 for imagined scenes from Paul’s Edwardian mystery

novels.  One scene will take place on a cliff overlooking something similar to Niagara Falls (“Brittany Falls”). 

Main Characters:
  PAUL GRAVES (30s), A troubled but brilliant BEST-SELLING mystery novelist.  HE's a SeLF-DESTRUCTIVE loner WHO IS TORMENTED BY HIS 
 WORST SECRET: HE PLAYED a Major (involuntary) ROLE IN HIS TEEN SISTER Gwen's MURDER WHEN HE WAS !2.  Paul CHAnNELS HIS HORRIFIC

MEMORIES OF her MURDER INTO HIS BOOKS, and is literally haunted by his OWN FICTIONAL characters.  His saving grace: he's
actually a good man--  if only he knew it. 

    ELEANORA SANCHEZ (Latina; 20s), Paul's incisive, sexy and free-spirited love interest and CLEVER co-detective IN SOLVING FAYE'S
MURDER.  A mystery playwright, she is determined to uncover everyone's secrets--  including his.  She SENSes that Paul is a good

man DESPITE HIS mysterious MOOD SWINGS.
 

      DETECTIVE SLOVAK (50s): A FIGMENT OF PAUL'S IMAGINATION: the WITTY NEW YORK POLICE DETECTIVE WHO  IS THE HERO OF Paul’s
Edwardian (circa 1901) mystery novels, AND IS PAUL'S CONSCIENCE AND ALTER EGO. Slovak Pursues Kessler, the moriarty-like villain

in all of paul's mystery novels.  
 

KESSLER (40s): PAUL'S FICTIONAL psychopathic villain, who appearS in Paul’s life as A DEVILISH APPARITION, TAUNTING AND TEMPTING
HIM, playing on his guilt and trying to convince him he's a killer at heart.  PAUL BASED KESSLER ON the real-life Killer who forced

HIM to hang his sister.

 
There are also major supporting roles in “Instruments of Night” for Jessica Suzuki (10) Paul’s ASIAN AMERICAn neighbor in
Manhattan; Gwen and Faye, the two teenage girls whose deaths are central to this story; Paul's Agent, Morty, PLUS ALLISON
DAVIES and all the DANGEROUS murder suspects in Faye’s killing: The entire dysfunctional Davies family at Riverwood, and

their employees (women and men in their 50s). 
A complete breakdown of all characters, plus full episode Synopses, is available from the Series' producers in a separate packet. 



STATON RABIN IS AN AWARD-WINNING SCREENWRITER WHO HAS ALSO WRITTEN THREE 

STATON RABIN is an award-winning screenwriter who also writes novels for Simon & Schuster, including the highly-
acclaimed BETSY AND THE EMPEROR, which is published in 15 languages globally and was previously optioned for a

movie Along with her screenplay--- as reported in "Variety".  Her recent screen adaptation of Alex 
Rosenberg's novel THE GIRL FROM KRAKOW was written on assignment for producers 

Tony Greenberg and Mike Sammaciccia. 
Prior to becoming a full-time screenwriter, Ms. Rabin was a freelance story analyst for Warner Bros. Pictures, New

Line Cinema, and the former William Morris Agency.  She has been a frequent Guest Speaker for screenwriting classes
at NYU, from which she received her BFA in film.  As a screenplay development consultant and freelance editor, she's

worked for numerous writers, producers, and directors, and has taught screenwriting occasionally at NYU, as
well as for Cunard and Hudson Valley Writers' Center.  She is represented by 

Leyla Kader Dahm of Zero Gravity Management.  

THOMAS H. COOK (b. 1947) --  author of the novel INSTRUMENTS OF NIGHT that is the basis for Rabin's
limited TV series-- has written nearly two dozen critically lauded crime novels. Born in Fort Payne,
Alabama, Cook published his first novel, Blood Innocents, in 1980 while serving as the book review

editor of Atlanta magazine. Two years later, on the release of his second novel, The Orchids, he
turned to writing full-time. Cook published steadily through the 1980s, penning such works as the

Frank Clemons trilogy, a series of mysteries starring a jaded cop. He found breakout success with The
Chatham School Affair (1996), which won an Edgar Award for best novel. His work has been praised by
critics for his attention to psychology and the lyrical nature of his prose. Besides mysteries, Cook

has written two true-crime books, Early Graves (1992) and the Edgar-nominated Blood Echoes (1993), as
well as several literary novels, including Elena (1986). He lives and works in New York City.  (bio

credit: Mysterious Press).

ABOUT THE WRITERS



ABOUT THE PRODUCERS

Dr. TONY GREENBERG is a los angeles film and TV producer who is
known for "The Rideshare Killer" (2022), "Three Days Missing",
"Instruments of NIght", and "Three Days left".   Currently in

Development is "The Girl From Krakow", a feature film written by
Staton Rabin based on Alex RosenberG's novel.

Michael Sammaciccia is a TV and film producer, and Founder and CEO of
Afterglow Pictures, who also partnered with Tony Greenberg in developing

the screen adaptation of The girl from Krakow.  He recently executive-
produced the 12-episode limited series, "SurvivE".  Mr. Sammaciccia was

formerly SEnior Vice President of Original Movies and live action series at
Nickelodeon, where he produced many films including "Holes"--  and "Always

Will", which he also wrote-- before starting his own film production
company in los Angeles.  

PHOTO CREDIT FOR IMAGES OF RIVERWOOD AND "ALLISON DAVIES" (DAME JUDITH ANDERSON AS "MRS.
DANVERS" ): THE HITCHCOCK CLASSIC MOVIE, "REBECCA", ©1940. IMAGE OF PROFESSOR MORIARTY

("KESSLER") IS FROM SIDNEY PAGET'S ILLUSTRATIONS FOR SHERLOCK HOLMES.


